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Haiti's election council (Conseil Electoral Provisoire, CEP) announced the official results of the May
21 elections (see NotiCen, 2000-06-01) a month late. The CEP figures, released June 20, gave Fanmi
Lavalas the party of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide (1990-1995) control of the Senate and
almost certain control in the Chamber of Deputies.
However, violent demonstrations by Lavalas supporters, charges from the international community
of incorrect vote tabulations, and the indefinite postponement of the runoff elections have thrown
the whole process into question.
Unless a new parliament is installed by the constitutionally mandated deadline of July 12,
international support and a resumption of financial aid could be delayed. Haiti has been under
heavy international pressure to install a new parliament by July 12, more than 18 months after
President Rene Preval dissolved the last elected parliament in January 1999 (see NotiCen,
1999-01-21).
One factor in the delayed results was the need to hold elections in the Grand Anse district southwest
of Port-au-Prince on June 11. The elections, held two weeks late, had been postponed because of
violence and an election boycott. The long delay in announcing the final tally prompted Lavalas
supporters to take to the streets on several occasions in June, paralyzing Port-au-Prince and two
other major cities, demanding the final vote count and the resignation of President Rene Preval.
Shortly after rioters set a fire near the US Embassy, the CEP announced that Lavalas had won a
majority in the Senate, taking 16 of the 17 seats at stake in the 27-seat chamber. Lavalas won 23 of
the 46 seats contested in the 83-member Chamber of Deputies. Most remaining seats in the lower
house will be decided in the runoff, but Lavalas is expected to win a majority there as well.
Before the announcement, Orlando Marville, head of the Organization of American States (OAS)
election-observer team, told the CEP that there was "a very serious error" in the percentages
attributed to the winning candidates. Marville asked the council to review the count. CEP vice
president Debussy Damier concurred. "It seems the council miscalculated the percentages," he said.
By law, parliamentary races must be won by absolute majorities. However, the council calculated
the winning candidates' majorities by considering only the top four candidates in each race. There
were several candidates in some races, such as in Port-au Prince where 26 candidates competed for
the two Senate seats, eventually won by Lavalas candidates Dany Toussaint and Yvon Neptune.
Had votes cast for all candidates been used to calculate the percentages, several Lavalas contenders
would not have won an absolute majority, forcing them into the runoff elections.
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The US State Department took a dim view of the CEP's performance and warned that Haiti could
be headed for one-party rule. Spokesman Richard Boucher said Haiti should count the votes
"in accordance with the precepts of the Haitian Constitution and the electoral law." France's
Ambassador in Haiti Yves Gaudeul said the results could not be accepted as valid. "What is
disquieting is the obstinate refusal of some to admit the error," Gaudeul said, adding that Haiti
would have to "reconsider" the results. "The risk for them is that assistance from the European
Union could be suspended."
The UN also criticized the count. "We believe that the law is very clear and that it is necessary to
obtain 50% plus one of the votes to achieve an absolute majority," said Alfredo Lopes Cabral, the
UN secretary general's special representative in Haiti.
Several Haitian business, religious, and civic groups issued a declaration condemning the vote
count. "We cannot endorse results that correspond neither to electoral law nor to generally accepted
norms," said the declaration.

Electoral council members resign
Six CEP members signed the official tabulation, but three refused and resigned from the council.
Two members resigned June 16, both from the opposition L'Espace de Concertation. A third
L'Espace member, who did not resign, was asked by the party to explain her position on the votecount issue. The third member to resign the council was its president, Leon Manus, who fled Haiti
for the US on June 20, fearing for his safety.In a radio broadcast from the US, he accused the Preval
administration and the police of manipulating the election and committing electoral fraud.
Manus said he went into exile shortly after a meeting with Preval in which he refused to certify
the election results despite pressure from the president. Manus said Lavalas candidates had won
absolute majorities in only seven not 16 Senate races. "As soon as my decision was made known to
the executive branch, the pressures began to turn the partial results into the final ones; this despite
all considerations of justice and respect for the electoral law," Manus said."
Some opposition leaders have threatened to boycott the runoff elections, which were scheduled
for June 24 but have been postponed. Opposition parties L'Organisation du Peuple en Lutte (OPL)
and L'Espace de Concertation issued a statement June 5 declaring the May 21 elections invalid.
The electoral uncertainties place Haiti dangerously close the turmoil that followed the April 1997
elections, which were so flawed that the results were canceled (see NotiCen, 1997-04-17). [Sources:
Reuters, 06/11/00; Spanish News Service EFE, 06/06/00, 06/16/00; Notimex, 06/14/00, 06/17/00; Listin
Diario (Dominican Republic), 06/17/00; The Miami Herald, 06/03/00, 06/21/00, 06/23/00; Associated
Press, 06/19/00, 6/20/00, 06/21/00, 06/24/00]
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